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nikov clutched his head in despair, and exclaiming, "Give
us the Duma, call it as soon as possible!" dashed out of
my study like a crazed man. It is astonishing to what extent
prominent public men misjudged the situation in those days.
The Duma election law was already known at that time.
Nevertheless, here was a notable representative of the
moneyed class who imagined that, as soon as the Duma was
convoked, I would proceed to enact measures furthering the
interests of capital. But when the Duma failed to justify
the hopes of the propertied classes, they backed out of the
game of liberalism, and the stray sheep returned to the fold
of autocracy.
The authorities were powerless to control the course of
events  in   Moscow.    Ill-informed   and   inefficient,   they
shirked their responsibilities, evaded personal dangers and
shrunk from fighting the oncoming revolution.   The story
of the Moscow Peasant Congress is a fitting illustration of
the state of affairs in the ancient Russian capital.   I learned
that the Congress was definitely committed to the policy of
compulsory expropriation of private land property without
compensation.   In general, it was called for the open propa-
ganda of most extreme revolutionary ideas.   I did not for
a moment doubt that the Governor-General would either
prohibit the Congress or confer about the matter with the
central government.   Suddenly I learned from the news-
papers that the Congress had opened.   I telegraphed to th&
Governor-General warning him of the character of the
Congress.  For several days I received no answer.  Finally,
the convention was closed by the police, after it had held a'
number of sessions and succeeded in spreading broadcast a
great many revolutionary ideas.   This laxity of the authori-
ties is largely accounted for by the terroristic activities of
the revolutionaries.
Accidentally, I had a private source of information about
the situation in Moscow.   Once, when I was Director of